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The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is 
a nonprofit organization. Membership is 
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who 
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws.  A 
condition of membership for insurance 
purposes is current affiliation with the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  Our 
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill 
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820 
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are 
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.  
Free flight training instruction is available to 
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday 
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time 
is in effect.  Regular Club meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Air-
port Freeway, Hurst TX  76053.  The 
McDonalds is on the south access road just 
east of Precinct Line Road. 
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President’s Notes 

Special December kudos go to Mark 
Fuess for building a new, improved 
starting stand for taxiway B. It is a real 
beauty (see picture) and will be installed 
soon. A windy NEED food drive event 
kept most from flying but the club 
collected 748 pounds of food; thanks to 
all who contributed. There was a lot of 
visiting and war stories swapped around, 
and in addition, a great GSW lunch 
served by Jim Keller and Tommy Ezell. By 
all reports, the Annual Party was also a 
big success with record 66 or 68 folks 
enjoying a good Dickey’s BBQ meal, a 
program with insight into OshKosh EAA 
aviation extravaganza, and some nice 
prize give-aways. Thanks to Lewie Moore 
for coordinating this complicated event.   
As you can see from the above, the club 
runs with active members supporting the 
club officers who take care of the club 
business. A new cadre of 2019 club 
officers have been elected with a couple 
of guys continuing as treasurer and 
newsletter editor. Official take-over is 
January 1. I have a high level of 
confidence in these new officers. My hope 
is that members will step up even more 
to help the new officers with events, 
special projects, field upkeep, work days, 
etc. I extend a hearty Thank You to all 
members who have helped out the 
retiring officers over the last 3 years. And 
a personal Thanks to Lewie, Frank, Bob, 
Herb, and Roy for supporting me as 
president. They have remained in close, 
coordinated contact via calls, emails, and 
messages to get‘er done quickly. It has 
been challenging and educational 
resulting in a good flight; now I am 
cleared for landing. 
Merry Christmas to you all as we 
celebrate the birth of Christ. 
I will still see you at the field or at the 
meetings.  
 

Darrell Abby, President 

No 
December 
 Meeting 
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Tail Spinner Submissions 
 
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the 
25th of the month.  Remember that ads 
are free to members.  Send them to: 
 

Roy Baker 
(817) 545-4031 

(817) 455-0922 (cell) 
 

(e-mail)  reb2ntx@verizon.net 
 

GSW 2019 Event Calendar  
 
 

Anyone can be an event coordinator.  
New type events are welcome with club approval.   
Fun-fly’s are totally informal—volunteer and coordinate with me;  

Any date including a Sunday.   
(S) Indicates AMA sanctioned event.  
Jimmy Stanford, Event Coordinator (202) 725-5565 or 
rescuejim@yahoo.com 

Date Event Coordina-
tor 

Sat after 
Meeting 

Work Day – 09:00 every Saturday following 
the monthly meeting – Check the Website!! 

GSW Officers 

May 11 Warbirds over Benbrook Thunderbirds 

May 18 & 19 US Scalemaster Qualifier/TX Scale Champs  Lawrence Har-
ville 

Jun 6-8 Warbirds Over Texas North Dallas 
RC 

Jun 15 Biplane Fun Fly Darrell Abby 

TBD NEED Food Drive ??? 

TBD Annual party – Euless First Methodist Church GSW Officers 

TBD Toys for Tots ??? 

Most Sat Quad Racing - From about 9am to about 1pm Open to all 

mailto:darrellabby@att.net
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November Secretary’s 
Report 

The November business meeting was 
called to order by President, Darrell Abby 
7:30PM on November 13, at the 
McDonald's Restaurant #25720 Precinct 
Line  769 Airport Freeway, Hurst, TX 
76053 
 
Business Meeting Minutes 
There were 22 members present. There 
were 5 guests present who represent a 
group of 8 to 10 potential new members. 
The October meeting minutes were 
accepted as written and published in the 
GSW newsletter by a unanimous vote of 
the members present. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Treasurer Bob McDuff reported that all 
bills are paid. 2019 membership materials 
are available at Roy's Hobby Shop and 
from Bob. 
 
Field Report 
Vice-President Lewie Moore reported that 
the runway is very soft. He said he has 
never seen it this soft. Please use caution 
and common sense when walking on the 
runway as not to do any damage. Check 
the GSW website for information on field 
conditions. 
 
Events 
Dave Ek reported that the Control Line 
Fun Fly was not well attended because of 
conflicts caused by other events held on 
the same day. 
Chuck Rovell reported that the food drive 
went well and that 748 pounds of food 
was donated by GSW members. 
December 1. Toys For Tots. Starting at 
8:00AM. Chuck Rovell asked that 
members bring unwrapped toys for young 
children to the field.  He hopes to have 
two Marines present for the day. Pick up 
of toys is scheduled for 2PM so please get 
there before hand. Lunch will be served. 
A motion was made and approved by 
unanimous vote that the club provide two 
bicycles. 
2019 Events 
May 18-19 US Scale Masters Qualifier 
Lawrence Harville CD 
June 15 Bi-Plane Fun Fly. 
 
Flight Instruction 
Bob McDuff reported that there is no 
formal instruction taking place, but some 
members are training new members. 
 
Old Business 
Paul Lange stated that in order to be able 
to post on the website and view the 
members only section, contact Sonny 
Coleman to establish your user name and 
password. 
The 2019 GSW club officers are; 
Bob McDuff will continue as Treasurer 
Roy Baker will continue as Newsletter 
Editor 
Paul Lange, President. Nominated last 
month, was voted unanimously for 
President by the members present. 
William “Billy” Law, Vice-President. 
Nominated last month was voted 

unanimously for Vice-President by the 
members present. 
Jeff Bagdon Secretary. Nominated for 
Secretary by Paul Lange and seconded by 
Billy Law. The nomination and vote for 
Secretary were unanimously voted by the 
members present. 
 
Bell Helicopter Drone Training Program; 

Part 107 certification is covered. 
Charging them for use of our facility. 

We would need Fort Worth's 
permission. Perhaps we could 
ask the for a donation. 

Our lease with the city prevents us 
from sub-leasing portions of the 
field. 

Bell would like to begin in April-May 
2019. 

Vote on this program was tabled in 
order to gain further information 
and clarification. 

Tim Lovett conducted training on 
Phantom 3 drones and received 
complaints of RFI. Testing needs to be 
conducted to determine the effect of this 
interference. 
 
New Business 
A motion was made to authorize the 
expenditure of up to $100 for materials 
for Mark Fuess to build an additional 
starting stand for large model airplanes. 
The motion was approved by members 
present. 
Paul Lange reported that he continues to 
research providing surveillance of the 
field, He is looking into cameras, a Hot 
Spot and the cost. 
The annual party was a success. The 
place, food and presentations were very 
good. 
Darrell Abby said that the club needs to 
have at least one leadership member. 
Candidates can apply to the AMA. A 
leadership member promotes the hobby. 
Mark Fuess presented a Saito 180 Four-
Stroke he converted to gas. He pointed 
out that the spark plug the same size as 
a glow plug is costly. There is a 
conversion kit available. He ran the 
engine with a 20-1 oil to gas mixture. To 
see the engine running go to Mark's 
Facebook page. 
 
Model Of The Month 
An electric powered ME-109 by Hobby 
King was presented by Dave Hill. It has 
an 18 inch wing span and can be flown 
on a 2,3 or 4 cell 800Ma Li-po. 
Chuck Rovell presented a electric 
powered Pilatus PC-6, 40 size model 
using  gear reduction with a cam motor. 
Dave won model of the month. 
 
Drawing 
The drawing, a Roy's gift certificate, was 
won by Dave Ek. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Frank Rowell, Secretary 
 
 

Bill Bradford reports that he has a waiting 
list for shirt orders. The shirt company 
needs a minimum of six shirts per order 
and he currently has four on the list.  
Contact Bill if you would like a club shirt. 
They are $20 and $25 if you want your 
name embroidered on the shirt. 

Club Shirts 

FAA Registration 
Renewal 

 
 
Attention AMA District VIII members 
here is important information you 
should know about the expiration of 
your FAA registration. 
 https://amablog.modelaircraftorg/faa
-registration-renew 
 
FAA Registration Renewal 
 
On December 12, 2017, Congress 
reinstated FAA registration for all 
unmanned aircraft weighing 
between .55 lbs. and 55 lbs. Many of 
us had received our registration 
number before this December 12th 
date and we expected that the time 
to renew was coming soon. However, 
due to the ruling in the US Court of 
Appeals, those who obtained an FAA 
registration number before the 
December 12, 2017 date, will have 
their registration expiration date 
extended to December 12, 2020. The 
only caveat to this rule is for those 
individuals who specifically requested 
that his or her name be taken off the 
FAA registration database. If you 
requested to have your name and 
personal information removed, you 
no longer have an FAA registration 
number in the system. 
If you are uncertain whether or not 
you have a valid FAA registration, you 
can access your FAA account 
at www.faadronezone.faa.gov. This 
site will allow you to view your 
personal FAA registration number and 
expiration date.-----Check out our 
District VIII web site http://
www.amadistrict8.org/ 
 
 
Lawrence Harville 
AMA District VIII 
Vice President  
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Famablog.modelaircraft.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3C2P3GthEbaetinYJ0aLXSkpQ2V1ZoLpetlokIloTJjuLHZrptFHoPsNA&h=AT2PKIzZooFeooiV7b3ZpwMbVsfsE6z4B58ZqN2lsqp1m4kiOUF2X8CZfa5j0WqeTlb2z5DiZuhBKpcjcMS0P7XuLEYwKYdhbEG_tupP4V2gNo
http://www.faadronezone.faa.gov/?fbclid=IwAR3Ot-tnu8FvWtNkt0F_PbUaCIzu1211eZm4BkVum4z9L0RXILlLXhxq7Mo
http://www.amadistrict8.org/?fbclid=IwAR2q_vr3BDz2ahv25O7J9VErNuvIaLwlyeDzMJeGyP8-bJJW_iAPtcMMmus
http://www.amadistrict8.org/?fbclid=IwAR2q_vr3BDz2ahv25O7J9VErNuvIaLwlyeDzMJeGyP8-bJJW_iAPtcMMmus
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One Second in the Life of a Racer 
 
 

by Tom Fey 
 
The Unlimiteds go flashing through the 
racecourse, engines howling, air 
shearing, heat waves streaming. Four 
hundred eighty miles an hour is 8 miles a 
minute, and the elite racers take about 
70 seconds to cover the 9.1 mile Reno 
course. If you could take a souped P-51 
racer flying the circuit at Reno, slow time 
down, and examine just one second, 
what would you find? 
 
In that one second, the V-12 Rolls-Royce 
Merlin engine would have gone through 
60 revolutions, with each of the 48 valves 
slamming open and closed 30 times. The 
twenty four spark plugs have fired 720 
times. Each piston has traveled a total of 
60 feet in linear distance at an average 
speed of 41 miles per hour, with the 
direction of movement reversing 180o 
after every 6 inches. Three hundred and 
sixty power pulses have been transmitted 
to the crankshaft, making 360 sonic 
booms as the exhaust gas is expelled 
from the cylinder with a velocity 
exceeding the speed of sound. The water 
pump impeller has spun 90 revolutions, 
sending 4 gallons of coolant surging 
through the engine and radiators. The oil 
pumps have forced 47 fluid ounces, 
roughly one-third gallon, of oil through 
the engine, oil cooler, and oil  tank, 
scavenging heat and lubricating the 
flailing machinery. The supercharger 
rotor has completed 348 revolutions, it's 
rim spinning at Mach 1, forcing 4.2 
pounds or 55 ft3 of ambient air into the 
combustion chambers under 3 
atmospheres of boost pressure. Around 9 
fluid ounces of high octane aviation fuel, 
7843 BTU's worth of energy, has been 
injected into the carburetor along with 
5.3 fluid ounces of methanol/water anti-
detonant injection fluid. Perhaps 1/8 fluid 
ounce of engine oil has been either 
combusted or blown overboard via the 
crankcase breather tube. Over 1.65 
million foot pounds of work have been 
done, the equivalent of lifting a station 
wagon to the top of the Statue of Liberty. 
 
In that one second, the hard-running 
Merlin has turned the propeller through 
25 complete revolutions, with each of the 
blade tips having arced through a 
distance of 884 feet at a rotational 
velocity of 0.8 Mach. Fifteen fluid ounces 
of spray bar water has been atomized 
and spread across the face of the radiator 
to accelerate the transfer of waste heat 
from the cooling 
system to the atmosphere. 
 
In that one second, the aircraft itself has 
traveled 704 feet, close to 1/8 
mile, or roughly 1.5% of a single lap. The 
pilot's heart has taken 1.5 beats, 
pumping 5.4 fluid ounces of blood 
through his body at a peak pressure of 
4.7 inches of mercury over ambient 
pressure. Our pilot happened to inspire 
during our measured second, inhaling 

Things to Consider—Part Two 
 
23.  If you can remain calm..........you 
just don't have all the facts. 
 
24.  The nice part of living in a small 
town is that when I don't know what I'm 
doing wrong, someone else does. 
 
25.  Of all the things I've lost, it's my 
mind I miss the most. 
 
26.  I don't mind the rat race but I could 
do with a little more cheese. 
 
27.  The best ten years of a woman's life 
are between the ages of 29 and 30. 
 
28.  If at first you don't succeed, see if 
the loser gets anything. 
 
29.  He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 
 
30.  Atheism is a non-prophet 
organization. 
 
31.  When you get to the end of your 
rope, tie a knot and hang on. 
 
32.  The secret of perpetual youth: lie 
about your age. 
 
33.  Inside some of us is a thin person 
trying to get out -- but she can usually be 
sedated with a few pieces of chocolate 
cake. 
 
34.  Reason to smile:  every seven 
minutes of every day, someone in an 
aerobics class pulls a hamstring. 
 
35.  Forget the health food -- I need all 
the preservatives I can get. 
 
36.  Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for they are sticking to their diets. 
 
37.  You're getting old when you get the 
same sensation from a rocking chair as 
you once got from a roller coaster, 
 
38.  Every time I think about exercise, I 
lie down until the thought goes away. 
 
39.  It's frustrating when you know all of 
the answers but nobody bothers to ask 
you the questions. 
 
40.  Stress reducer: put a bag over your 
head.  Mark it "Closed for remodeling" 
 
41.  I finally got my head together.  Then 
my body fell apart. 
 
42.  There cannot be a crisis this week, 
my schedule is already full. 
 
43.  Time may be a great healer but it's a 
lousy beautician. 
 
44.  Brain cells come and brain cells go 
but fat cells live forever. 
 
45.  The older you get, the tougher it is 
to lose weight because your body and 
your fat are real good friends. 
 

approximately 30 cubic inches (0.5 liter) 
of oxygen from the on-board system, and 
2.4 million, yes million, new red blood 
cells have been formed in the pilot's bone 
marrow. 
 
In just one second, an amazing sequence 
of events have taken place beneath those 
polished cowlings and visored helmets. 
It's the world's fastest motorsport. Don't 
blink! 

Toys for Tots 
 
 
Merry Christmas to all the 
members of GSWAM.  
Remember, Christmas means it 
is time for Toys for Tots, where 
we support the Marine Corps 
Reserve in collecting toys for 
needy children.  Our Fly-In this 
year will be on Saturday, 
December 1 from 0800 to 1500  
At the GSWAM Field. 
As always, the landing fee will 
be toy donations.  Please bring 
as many new unwrapped toys 
as you can so that we can 
meet or exceed last year’s 
donations.  Even if you don’t 
plan to bring a plane and fly, 
please bring your toy 
donations, visit with the 
Marines and enjoy our free 
lunch prepared by Jim Keller 
and his crew. 
We want to fly all types of 
aircraft that represent a good 
cross section of our hobby.  
We would also appreciate 
demo flights during the lunch 
period.  Remember, toys will 
be collected and lunch will be 
served even if the weather is 
not good for flying. 
As we have been doing for 
several years, a check to Toys 
for Tots from Massey 
McDonald’s will be presented 
to the Marines by club officers.  
This check represents a portion 
of the money spent for food at 
our meetings, so be sure to 
turn in your receipt at the 
counter. 
Looking forward to a great 
time at the field. 
Chuck Rovell 
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Euless #2182 
105 Airport Fwy 

Euless, TX  76040 

Beach 3186 
3901 Airport Freeway 
Fort Worth, TX  76111 

 

Precinct Line #25720 
769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX  76053 

Wichita 24126 
3200 SE Loop 820 

Forest Hill, TX  76140 

Massey McDonald’s 
Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
 

Please visit us at one of the following locations: 

Central #10230 
2100 Central Park Blvd. 

Bedford, TX  76022 

Altamere 32934 
525 Alta Mere Dr. 

Fort Worth, TX  76116 

Our Meeting Place—> 


