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AMA 
Chartered 

Club 
#1140 

The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is 

a nonprofit organization. Membership is 

nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who 

agrees to abide by Club By-Laws.  A 

condition of membership for insurance 

purposes is current affiliation with the 

Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  Our 

flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill 

Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820 

at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are 

welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.  

Free flight training instruction is available to 

members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday 

and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time 

is in effect.  Regular Club meetings are held 

on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 

PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 769 Air-

port Freeway, Hurst TX  76053.  The 

McDonalds is on the south access road just 

east of Precinct Line Road. 

The Tail Spinner 
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

P.O. Box 1171 
Bedford, TX  76021 

http://www.flygsw.org 

President...................... Tim Lovett ......................... (682) 503-6529 
Vice President(s) ......... Lee Rice ............................ (817) 431-5408 
Secretary .................... Sonny Coleman ................. (214) 415-1921 
Treasurer ..................... Tom Russell ...................... (817) 457-3236 
Newsletter Editor ........ Roy Baker ......................... (817) 545-4031 

May 2015 

 
Next Meeting: 

 
Tuesday 

May 12, 2015 
7:30PM 

 
McDonalds 

769 Airport Fwy 
Hurst, TX  76053 

President’s Notes 

GSW 2015 Event Calendar 
 
The new year calendar is shaping up. Anyone can be 
an event coordinator. New type events are welcome 
with club approval. Fun-Flys are totally informal--
volunteer and coordinate with me; any date including 
a Sunday.  (S) indicates AMA sanctioned event. Dar-
rell Abby, Event Coordinator 817 692-7380 or 
darrellabby@att.net 
 
May 16 Biplane Fun Fly(S) 
 Darrell Abby 
 
June 6-7 Scale Masters Qualifier(S) 
 Lawrence Harville/Max Ficken 
 
July 4 Family Picnic Fly-In 
 Chuck Rovell 
 
Aug 1-2 Sr Pattern Assoc Contest(S) 
 Tim Lovett 
 
August 15 "National Model Aviation Day"  
 
Sep 19 Big Bird(S) Tim Lovett 
 
October 10 All Scale Fly-In 
 Barry Ponder 
 
October ?? Fun-Fly 
 
November 7 NEED Food Drive & Fun-Fly 
 Chuck Rovell 
 
November 8 Annual Party 
 
November 14 Control Line Event 
 Stephen Jeansonne 
 
December 5 Toys for Tots 
 Walt Fisher 

I cannot believe it is May already!  
WooHoo!  I am looking forward to some 
beautiful flying days.  I hope we have 
many of them this month.  We have sev-
eral events in the upcoming in the next 
several months.  Please pay attention to 
the events listing in the newsletter and 
on the website.  Come out and play with 
us!  There is most always great hamburg-
ers, brats and hot dogs during events 
that are cooked to perfection.  The guys 
in the concession stand do a wonderful 
job of feeding us.   
This is the last year for this officer crew.  
We are going to pass the gavel to anoth-
er crew.  Please give very careful consid-
eration to people you wish to take the 
reins.  Maybe you would like to run for an 
officer position?  Maybe you know of 
someone you would like to nominate for 
a position.  Contact them and talk about 
it.  We need persons that are active in 
the club, have time to spend on club mat-
ters and can attend the meetings.  If you 
know someone that fits the bill, or your-
self, then get them signed up for it! 
The runway is in for a facelift as soon as 
the dirt pits dry out.  We will need to fill 
in approximately 4”-6” on the south area 
and just to the north of the central taxi-
way.  We may have enough in the treas-
ury to handle this, but may need some 
donations to fill in some funds if the 
treasury runs short.  Give this some con-
sideration.  We are really nothing without 
a good runway.  The care of our runway 
is why guests are always so complimen-
tary on how our field looks and flies.  We 
have a great crew that takes wonderful 
care of one of the best grass runways in 
the country.  Make certain you compli-

ment them when you see them! 
In two weeks we have the Biplane Fly-in.  
This is always a great event.  If you have 
a biplane, or two, bring them out and 
participate.  Remember, there will be 
good food! 
Don’t forget the Annual July picnic as 
well.  Prizes, food, great flying and above 
all, bring the family, too! 
Keep the shiny side up! 
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MAY 14-16--Mt. Pleasant, TX (C) Texas Jets. 
Site: NETRC Club Field. GPS Coordi-
nates: 33.08785, -95.0054 Events: Sponsor: 
Northeast Texas RC Club #866. CD: Gus Hud-
son, , . Phone: 903-885-6013(day) E-
Mail: gushudson@suddenlinkmail.comWebSite
: www.mtpleasantrc.comGreat facility. A friend-
ly, relaxed Event. Ducted fans welcomed. Con-
cessions at the field. Sunday afternoon is open 
flying.  

MAY 16--Ft. Worth, TX (C) GSW Biplane Fun-
Fly. Site: GSWAM Flying Field. GPS Coordi-
nates: 32.78186, -97.205372 Events: Sponsor: 
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers #1140. CD: 
Darrell Abby, 1201 Joshua Court, Bedford, TX 
76022. Phone: 817-692-7380(day) 817-571-
3258(eve) E-
Mail: darrellabby@att.net WebSite: www.flygs
w.orgAny multi-wing; any size. Beautiful 550' 
grass runway. Awards and prizes. Visitors 
welcome. Rest room and a great lunch served. 
Entry Fee: $10 

MAY 16--St. Hedwig, TX (A) HOTSS Open 
Sailplane. Site: Ingram Field. GPS Coordi-
nates: 29.472347, -98.209254 Events: 444 
(JSO) Sponsor: Heart Of Texas Soaring Socie-
ty #2203. CD: Gene Trevino, 9 Serena, San 
Antonio, TX 78248. Phone: 210-479-7650(day) 
E-
Mail: genetrevino@prodig.nety WebSite: www.
hotss-rc.org  

MAY 16--Alvarado, TX (C) North Texas Hot-
ter'n Heli Fun Fly. Site: Club Field. GPS Coor-
dinates: 32.44639, -97.23889 Events: Spon-

sor: Johnson County Flyers #2978. CD: Will H. 
Campbell IV, , . Phone: 817.297.0669(day) E-
Mail:whcljc@yahoo.com WebSite: www.johnso
ncountyflyers.com$30 landing fee, includes 
lunch. Pilots prize, Raffle at 930. No flying 
before 9am. Concessions available. Specta-
tors welcome at no charge. Additional info 

David 817-658-2941. 

MAY 23--Benbrook, TX (C) Warbirds Over 
Lake Benbrook. Site: Mustang Park, Lake 
Benbrook. GPS Coordinates: 32.59271, -
97.47992 Events: Sponsor: Ft. Worth Thunder-
birds RC Assn., Inc. #1217. CD: Ed Kettler, , . 
Phone: 469-867-7981(day) E-
Mail: ed.kettler@gmail.com WebSite: www.fwt
hunderbirds.orgBring all of your Military aircraft 
to one of the largest Warbird events in the 
area. LMA-1 & 2 welcome. Trainers, utility, 
bombers, fighters, transport, Jet, Heli - bring 
them and your friends to this great facility for a 
fun day of Military Aviating.  

MAY 30--Princeton, TX (C) VR/CS and SAM 
Fun Fly. Site: Club Field. GPS Coordi-
nates: 33.10707, -96.52104 Events: Sponsor: 
Richardson Radio Control Club #623. CD: 
Allen Delger, , . Phone: 972-542-2956(day) E-
Mail: a.delger@sbcglobal.netWebSite: www.rr
cc.orgRRCC, VR/CS and SAM invite you to 
come out for a day of showing off, flying, and 
bragging about your vintage, antique, pioneer, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Tail Spinner Submissions 
 
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the 25th 
of the month.  Remember that ads are free to 
members.  Send them to: 
 

Roy Baker 
(817) 545-4031 

(817) 455-0922 (cell) 
 

(e-mail)  reb2ntx@verizon.net 

May Events 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=33.08785,-95.0054&ll=33.08785,-95.0054&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
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http://www.flygsw.org/
http://www.flygsw.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=29.472347,-98.209254&ll=29.472347,-98.209254&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
mailto:genetrevino@prodig.nety
http://www.hotss-rc.org/
http://www.hotss-rc.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=32.44639,-97.23889&ll=32.44639,-97.23889&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
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http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=32.59271,-97.47992&ll=32.59271,-97.47992&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=32.59271,-97.47992&ll=32.59271,-97.47992&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
mailto:ed.kettler@gmail.com
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=33.10707,-96.52104&ll=33.10707,-96.52104&ie=UTF8&iwloc=addr&z=15&
mailto:a.delger@sbcglobal.net
http://www.rrcc.org/
http://www.rrcc.org/
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April Secretary’s 
Report 

 
April 2015 business meeting was called to 
order by club president Tim Lovett at 
McDonalds Restaurant - Precinct Line 
#25720 - 769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX 76053 at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Business Meeting Minutes: March 
2015 business meeting minutes approved 
as written. 
 
Old Business: 

Front Gate: The driveway/parking area 
is currently being filled with materials 
provided and hauled/delivered by our 
neighboring asphalt plant’s personnel. 
When the dump truck leaves the property 
the gate may not be locked by the driver. 
We need to make absolutely sure that 
the front gate is locked by the end of 
every day. If you are the last club 
member to leave the flying facility it is 
your responsibility to be sure everyone 
(non-members) leave the premises and 
lock the front gate as you leave at the 
end of the day. 

Mowing Crew Memberships: The 
club’s illustrious mowing crew does a 
fabulous job year in and year out keeping 
the club flying field runway and 
surrounding areas mowed and weed 
eater manicured two times a week during 
the hottest part of our Texas summer. 
Barry Ponder revisited the idea of 
providing our full time mowing crew 
members with free annual club 
membership benefits. Lewie Moore, 
mowing crew boss, decides who on the 
mowing crew is eligible for free 
membership and would provide the club 
president with a list of members who 
qualify. The free membership offer can 
be accepted or declined by qualified 
members by their own choosing. In order 
to implement a special free annual club 
membership a Bylaws change would have 
to be made and accepted by a majority 
vote by club members. Barry will 
construct a membership package, for free 
mowing crew memberships, to be 
presented to the club president for 
approval who would in turn (if approved) 
present the package to club members at 
a regularly scheduled business meeting 
for membership approval. 

Runway Leveling: An acceptable 
landscaping contractor, who has the 

expertise and equipment to perform the 
required runway leveling, has yet to be 
located. Herb Koven is taking the lead in 
the search for a professional outfit that 
can perform the runway leveling task at a 
reasonable cost to the club. Tim Lovett 
offered to take a surveyors level out to 
the field to determine exactly how much 
grading and filling of the runway needs to 
be leveled. 

C o k e  M a c h i n e / R e f r i g e r a t o r 
Replacement: Club VP Lee Rice 
reported that our concession area coke 
machine and refrigerator need to be 
replaced. The coke machine has been 
terminally damaged by vandals and the 
refrigerator is just plain worn completely 
out. Lee is working on getting the best 
deal regarding replacing the concession 
equipment. Lee also brought up the need 
of supporting the front gate posts that 
are currently leaning to one site and not 
allowing the gate to close properly. Lee 
recommended supporting the gate posts 
with heavy 4” fence posts that will 
support the gates and allow proper gate 
closure.  

Field Safety Rules: A motion was made 
to add the club’s field safety rules to the 
club website. The motion was seconded 
and approved by a show of hands 
majority vote. The club’s field rules will 
be added to the club website. 

Club Trainer Aircraft #4: Dave Ek 
reported that the club has a fourth club 
trainer ready for service at our next 
T.A.G. (Take-off And Grow) event. 
Trainer #4 is a .40 sized shoulder winged 
trainer aircraft sporting a .46 glow 
engine. 

March Fun-Fly: Mike Kopf, who has 
come up with some great past fun-fly’s, 
reported on our March fun-fly which 
included a paint ball event where two 
sacrificial planes were provided, in a safe 
manner, as targets. Although being pretty 
shot-up at the end of it both plane 
actually survived, such as they are, and 
will be repaired and ready for the next 
paint ball showdown. Mike said up to 
1500 rounds of paint balls were expelled 
towards the two planes, and by the looks 
of the planes many (most) were direct 
hits that passed though the balsawood 
frames and Monocote covering, but the 
planes just kept flying. Now that sounds 
like some serious fun! 

Club Program: This month we had a 
demonstration, by Wayne Galligan, on 

how to sheet foam core wings. Wayne 
had demonstration material on hand to 
show the attending club members how to 
perform the sheeting properly. The wing 
sheeting program was very informative 
and interesting. Thanks Wayne! 

Model of the Month: This month’s winner 
was a paint ball veteran from the last fun
-fly. Mikes venerable Sig Something Extra 
exhibited some extra perforations that 
were not part of the original build, but 
the plane still managed to win the 
coveted award.  
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
Sonny Coleman 
214-415-1921 
Sonny@flygsw.org 

classic and nostalgia R/C aircraft.  

MAY 30--Ft. Worth, TX (C) Thunderbird Q25/
C40 & EDF-1 Racing. Site: Mustang Park, 
Lake Benbrook. GPS Coordinates: 32.61, -
97.4844 Events: Sponsor: Ft. Worth Thunder-
birds #1217. CD: Verne B. Bell, , . Phone: 817
-599-9580(day)E-Mail: verneb-
bell@gmail.com  Web-
Site: www.ntxpylonracing.org Great spectator 
location. $15 entry fee. Food and restrooms. 
11am pilot meeting. First heat 11:30am. Alter-
nating between Q25/C40 & EF-1. Will be flying 
a two pole 400ft course. Will follow the Q-500 
AMA rules for using .25ci engines. See web-
site for more info.  

MAY 30-31--Amarillo, TX (C) ARKS Fun Fly. 
Site: Club Field. GPS Coordinates: 35.03044, 
-102.02725 Events: Sponsor: Amarillo Radio 
Kontrol #604. CD: Leslie Mills, 6213 Leigh, 
Amarillo, TX 79118. Phone: 806-290-0414
(day) 806-290-0414(eve) E-
Mail: leslie.mills1988@yahoo.com WebSite: ht
tp://sites.google.com/site/arksrcclub/home$20 
Entry Fee. A couple of competition events 
between open flying. Parking for RV & Trail-
ers. Concessions for the hungry. Contact Don 
Caster for questions 1-806-679-3369 or 
cdes12@suddenlink com  

MAY 31--Grapevine, TX (C) 114th Aero 
Squadron's Annual Float Fly. Site: Mead-
owmere Park. GPS Coordinates: 32.98222, -
97.11611 Events: Sponsor: 114th RC Aer-
osquadron #1318. CD: Dewey O. Walker, , . 
Phone: 817-235-9051(day) E-
Mail:dwalkerp47@att.net WebSite: www.114th
RC.orgThis is the "Premier Float Fly Event of 
North Texas" on Lake Grapevine. Landing fee 
$20, great tasting Bar-B-Que will be included. 
Fly 9am - 4pm. RSVP and additional info, 
please email us at 114thfloatfly@att.net.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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THIS AND THAT 
by Darrell Abby 

 
 SAFETY..SAFETY..SAFETY.  We 
recently had a serious 'hand in the prop' 
incident putting 3 fingers at risk. We are 
entering the heavy portion of our flying 
season so please keep in mind safe 
practices that we all know.  Help one 
another or remind another guy of a safer 
way to do something.  Remember, those 
electric powered props can be just as 
dangerous. Tune your running engine 
from behind with a holder helper.  Double 
check the throttle setting.  Use gloves.  
Pay attention (situational awareness) and 
be wary of distractions.  You can list 
some more.  And a heavy thank you to a 
couple of club members who rushed the 
injured party to the hospital and 
delivered his equipment and car to his 
home. 
 Now for a double Kudo this month.  
Joel Jerabek installed a new field water 
pump which keeps the pit area from 
being a lake after rain.  Bob McDuff is the 
lead mechanic spearheading a team that 
keeps our field equipment running and 

repaired.  Another team of workers 
measured and plotted out 10' squares on 
the runway so the elevation shots could 
be made and recorded.  This will assist in 
determining the amount of topsoil 
required and the leveling and grading of 
the runway. 
 Even with the recent rains, there have 
been several very good flying days.  It 
sure is nice not to have sweat dripping 
off your nose and running down your 
back.  Do you have your biplanes and 
triplanes ready for the May 16 gathering?  
It is here!  Lunch and prizes and fun will 
make the $10 entry a real bargain.  One 
of our bigger events follows on June 6-7: 
the US Scalemaster Qualifier. This one 
requires some non-flying, club manpower 
so if you are willing to judge or help in 
any capacity, Lawrence Harville or Max 
Ficken would like to hear from you.  Don't 
forget to invite your family, friends, and 
neighbors to our events.  The club 
calendar can always be reviewed in this 
newsletter and on the web site. 
 I'll see you at the field. 
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Our annual TAG day had great weather 
for the event. The temperature was mild, 
the wind gentle, and the sun was out in 
abundance. 
 
Thirteen Boy Scouts and their leaders 
and parents from Circle T Council Troop 
316 of the Mac Arthur Blvd Baptist 
Church arrived around nine o'clock. They 
were signed in and directed to ground 
school where they were instructed on the 
basics of what makes an airplane fly.  
 
When that was completed the Scouts 
were sent to the flight line for some 
hands on buddy box flying of our RC 
trainers. Meanwhile Scouts waiting their 
turn or those who had completed a 
buddy box session went up the hill to get 
some more hands on training on control 
line models.  
 
One of our members graciously 
demonstrated his helicopter flying skills.  
A quad copter was flown over the runway 
and took video and pictures. This activity 
took us up to the lunch hour where 
hamburgers, dogs and brats were 
served.  
 
After lunch we did some more buddy box 
RC flying. A group picture of the Scouts 
was taken. After which they departed. All 
in all we had a great time showing the 
Scouts our hobby and I hope they had a 
great time learning.  
 
Thank you everyone who helped to make 
this another great day in the spirit of 
GSW. 
 
Frank Rowell 

TAG Day 2015 
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2015 TEXAS SCALE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
SCALE MASTERS QUALIFER   

June 6-7 
TIME TO GET READY  

 

 
 
Come on out and enjoy the day, enjoy the contest, enjoy the planes, flying and pilots but the best is YOU can enter and fly. 
Categories for every level of scale. 
 
Last year saw a great turn out for the Texas Championship and we are hoping to surpass that this year.    
 
On any given day at the GSW club field it is not unusual to see almost 85-90% Scale planes in the pits.  Next time you’re at our field, 
take a look around, we have everything from civilian, aerobatic to military. If you’re reading this you probably have at least ONE scale 
plane in your stable.   
 
Your probably asking “What do you want from me”   Well, Max and I want YOU to come out this summer and play with us.   
The Scale Masters rules this year are making it easier than ever to your first  AMA SCALE contest in all of Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma 
and Arkansas.    
 
Pro-Am Pro and Pro-Am Sportsman  will be divided into Military Class and Civilian Class 
Better chance at a TROPHY 
 
This year the classes are, Expert, Team, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman.    
If you have never entered an AMA Scale Contest before you should enter this one.  If you’re a total rookie, we even let you have some 
help on the flight line with a pilot assistant to help you out. 
Max, Lee, Tim and I will be there to help you fill out your list of maneuvers and give you help in the pits and on the flight line.  We make 
it SOOOO easy you can’t miss.  So let this be the summer you bring home your first AMA Scale Trophy 
I am not going over Expert, Advanced and Team because if your entering one of these you probably have already competed in a scale 
contest and know the rules already/ 
 
But if your wanting to just come out enjoy the day and take home a trophy read on and if you have questions ASK==we want you to 
come play with us/ 
 
Let’s take them one at a time and see which one fits you the best. 
ProAm/Pro: ARF’s  are allowedThis category is available as an entry-level class for new and developing scale competitors. 
Contestants may enter the ProAm/Pro category provided they have not previously competed in Expert, Team Scale, or Advanced. This 
category does not enforce the Builder of Model (BOM) rule and includes purchased, modeler-built or factory-built scale models including 
ARF/ARC (almost ready to fly/cover).  
 
To obtain a “static” score a ProAm/Pro contestant would provide some form of documentation proving that his/her entry is an example 
of a full size man carrying aircraft. Documented evidence will automatically score 30 points for static without any judging of the subject 
aircraft. If there is no documentation, the static score will be zero.  
ProAm/Sportsman: ARF’s  are allowedThis category is available as a novice class. Contestants may enter ProAm/Sportsman 
provided they have not previously competed at any level other than USSMA ProAm/Sportsman,AMA Fun Scale Novice or any other scale 
R/C contest above the novice level. To obtain a “static” score a ProAm/Sportsman contestant would provide some form of 
documentation proving that his/her entry is an example of a full size man carrying aircraft. Documented evidence will automatically 
score 25 points 
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So you say what TRICKY SCALE flying do I have to do.  This where we separate the men from the boys, You must perform 5 extremely 
Difficult maneuvers. 
They are: 

 Take Off 
Fly by--straight line down the runway between 10 and 20 ft high 
Figure 8—draw an 8 in the air 
Landing  
Realism in flight—did it look like a real plane flying around 

Then you pick 5 other maneuvers that you like to do like a  loop, roll anything the real plane would do. 
THAT IS IT!!!   You do that every time you fly. 
Give one of us a call WE WILL HELP YOU ANY WAY WE CAN. 
You will get a free lunch, be eligible for the drawings and hopefully earn a place in Texas Scale history.   
 

This year we will be having a Texas Scale Championship- golf shirt with a pocket. Price is $19.00 It will be pale yellow, we have not 

used this color since 2007  
 
Every year several guys come to the event and want to buy a shirt, BUT, you can only get one by PRE-ordering.   These shirts are one 
of a kind and can not be purchased after the initial and only order so give me a call and order your shirt now.   Order your shirt NOW 
Lawrence Harville 
817-781-9615 
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Euless #2182 
105 Airport Fwy 

Euless, TX  76040 

Harwood #6598 
3350 Harwood Rd. 
Bedford, TX  76021 

Precinct Line #25720 
769 Airport Fwy. 
Hurst, TX  76053 

Centre Port #34234 
14100 Centre Station Dr. 

Fort Worth, TX  76155 

Massey McDonald’s 
Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
 

Please visit us at one of the following locations: 

Central #10230 
2100 Central Park Blvd. 

Bedford, TX  76022 

Handly Ederville #10145 
7305 Airport Fwy 

Richland Hills, TX 76118 

Our Meeting Place—> 


