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The Greater Southwest Aero Modelers, Inc. is 
a nonprofit organization. Membership is 
nondiscriminatory and open to anyone who 
agrees to abide by Club By-Laws.  A 
condition of membership for insurance 
purposes is current affiliation with the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA).  Our 
flying field is located at 6903 Randol Mill 
Road, 1/4 mile east of exit 26 off of Loop 820 
at N 32°46.895’ W 97° 12.361’.  Visitors are 
welcome whenever the gate is unlocked.  
Free flight training instruction is available to 
members from 6:00 PM to dusk on Monday 
and Wednesday while Daylight Savings Time 
is in effect.  Regular Club meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
PM at the McDonalds Restaurant, 450 
Grapevine Hwy, Hurst TX.  The McDonalds 
is on the north side of Grapevine Hwy, 
about .1 mi north of Hurstview Dr. 

The Tail Spinner 
Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 

P.O. Box 1355 
Bedford, TX  76021 

http://www.flygsw.org 

President ..................... Tim Lovett ........................ (682) 503-6529 
Vice President(s) ......... Lee Rice ........................... (817) 431-5408 
Secretary ..................... Sonny Coleman ................. (817) 251-3940 
Treasurer ..................... Tom Russell ...................... (817) 457-3236 
Newsletter Editor ........ Roy Baker ......................... (817) 545-4031 

October 2011 

   AMA GoldAMA GoldAMA Gold   
   Leader ClubLeader ClubLeader Club   

Next Meeting: 
 

Tuesday 
October 11, 2011 

7:30PM 
 

McDonalds 
450 Grapevine Hwy 

Hurst 

October is here and with it there will be 
cooler weather and hopefully some 
wonderful flying days.  The summer has 
been extremely hard with high 
temperatures and no rain.  I think our 
crews have done an outstanding job of 
taking care of our runway and field 
against some very harsh times.  Make 
sure you let them know you appreciate 
their hard work! 
 A couple of housekeeping items, we 
have some new members in the club that 
have come to us from other area clubs.  
Please welcome these members when 
you see them.  Also, understand there 
are rules and practices that we, as a club, 
have in place that a new member will not 
know.  Help them fit in with our group by 
explaining how we do things.  This will 
help them quickly acclimate to the GSW 
way of life.  The items that come to mind 
quickly are such thinks as making sure to 
stand at one of the marked pilot stations, 
calling out takeoffs, landings, dead sticks, 
etc., putting away the chairs at the end 
of your flying time, cleaning up our trash, 
and making certain the concession gate 
and main gate is locked at the end of the 
day.  Also, if you are leaving toward the 
end of the day, check with others at the 
field to make sure they have their key to 
lock up. 
We have been attacked by wild feral 
hogs!  They have rooted up parts of the 
runway on several occasions, leaving a 
horrible mess behind.  Several of us have 
filled in these large holes, raked and 
smoothed the areas and generally 
worked to keep the runway flyable.  Once 
again most of the work was accomplished 
by the same folks that care for the 
runway mowing, weed eating, watering, 

President’s Notes and those that show up for work days.  
Chesapeake has water lines strung across 
the field at this moment, but will be 
pulling those lines up the first week of 
October.  While those lines have been in 
place we have not been visited by the 
hogs.  I fear that when the water lines 
are pulled, the hogs will return. 
Lewie Moore has been in charge of 
working with Fort Worth Animal Control 
and their new hog trapping program to 
catch the hogs, but none have been 
captured.  He was told a few days ago 
that they will be moving the smaller traps 
outside the fences as soon as we can get 
the fence line secured.  With that in 
mind, we need to have a serious work 
day Saturday the 8th of October.  
The focus for the work day will be to 
“nail” the fence line cloth to the earth.  
We MUST find a way to secure the 
bottom of our fence to the ground.  At 
this point the only thing I can think of is 
to weld some hooks to pieces of rebar 
and hammer them into the ground, 
catching the fence with the hook.  We 
have to find a way to keep the hogs from 
rooting under the fence.  If you have any 
ideas, please call me at 682 503-6529 or 
Lewie at 682 553-2806. 
You will need to wear thick long pants for 
this work day and probably a long sleeve 
shirt to protect yourself from the 
underbrush around the fence line.  It will 
cut your arms and legs if they are not 
protected.  I know this from experience!  
The underbrush is very thick at some 
points and almost impassable.  Here is a 
list of tools we will probably need for the 
work day. 
Machetes for clearing the brush, 
hammers for driving the spikes, fencing 
pliers for general repair of the fence, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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October Events 
Calendar 

 

OCT 08--Seagoville, TX (C) DRCC Any Size 
Scale Event. Site: Simonds Lake Park. GPS 
Coordinates: 32.6436333, -95.575967 Events: 
Sponsor: Dallas Radio Control Club #609. CD: 
Robert Jones, 2229 Bolden Road, Irving, TX 
75060. Phone: 972-253-1470(day) 972-253-
1470(eve) E-Mail: rjonese55@msn.com 
WebSite: www.dallasrcclub.org 500' concrete 
runway. 300' covered pavilions. $15 landing 
fee. Concessions on site by local Boy Scout 
troop. > 
 
OCT 08-09--Aubrey, TX (AA) 28th North 
Dallas Pattern Classic. Site: Eagle Field. GPS 
Coordinates: 33.240492, -96.938177 Events: 
401-404 & 406 (JSO) Sponsor: North Dallas 
RC Club #1238. CD: David Cotton, 1901 Paris 
Avenue, Plano, TX 75025. Phone: 972-517-
2752(day) 972-517-2752(eve) E-Mail: 
davecotton@verizon.net  WebSite: 
www.ndrcc.com Details of event, map and 
hotels. Visit www.ndrcc.com Trophies for 1st 
thru 3rd in each numbered event, JSO 
combined.  
 
OCT 15--Sherman, TX (C) Texoma RC 
Electric Park Flyer. Site: Pete Darter Field. 
GPS Coordinates: 33.644011, -96.750229 
Events: Sponsor: Texoma RC #276. CD: Joe 
Denney, 1757 Woodlake Road, Denison, TX 
75021. Phone: 903-819-5843(day) 903-819-
5843(eve) E-Mail: joe1d@juno.com  WebSite: 
www.texomarc.org This is an electric fly-in for 
Park Zone, Eflight, and Hobby Zone planes. 
Lots of fun. All up and last down event by 
class. Will make carrier landing attempts. 
Landing fee: $15. Lunch provided. Just come 

and have fun.  
 
OCT 22-23--Dallas, TX (AA) DMAA Fall Finale. 
Site: Dallas Samuell Hobby Park. GPS 
Coordinates: 32.866894813795, -Events: (301-
310), NASS Sport Jet, 319-321, .15 Profile 
Carrier (JSO); Profile Carrier flown as 

"Sportsman/Expert" Sponsor: Dallas Model 
Aircraft Association #1902. CD: Patrick 
Hempel, 304 Becky Ln., Rockwall, TX 75087. 
Phone: 972-841-8766(day) 972-841-8766(eve) 
E-Mail: ptrckhem@aol.com  WebSite: 
www.dmaa-1902.org  
 (301-310) combined as % of record, flown 
both Saturday and Sunday. Sport Jet Saturday 
only. Carrier flown Sunday only. Fuel and 
awards provided by DMAA & NASS. Carrier 
ED: Phil Dunlap  
 
OCT 23--Lucas, TX (C) Gary Harvey Memorial 
Fun-Fly. Site: Club Field. GPS Coordinates: 
33.107047, -96.5206 Events: Sponsor: 
Richardson RC Club #623. CD: Ed Kettler, 
6725 Grant Lane, Plano, TX 75024. Phone: 
469-867-7981(day) E-Mail: 
ed.kettler3@verizon.net  WebSite: 
www.rrcc.org Please join us in this annual 
charity fund raising event to help others in the 
community. Any plane, helicopter, scale or 
sport welcome. Huge raffle! Food! Fun!  
 
OCT 29--Mansfield, TX (C) Tail Gate Swap 

(Continued on page 3) 

Tail Spinner Submissions 
 
Items for the Tail Spinner are due by the 25th 
of the month.  Remember that ads are free to 
members.  Send them to: 
 

Roy Baker 
(817) 545-4031 

(817) 455-0922 (cell) 
 

(e-mail)  reb2ntx@verizon.net 
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2011 Club Events September Secretary’s 
Report 

All Scale Flyin October 15 Max Ficken 
coordinator 
 
Food drive November.12 Max Ficken 
coordinator 
 
Toys for Tots Walt Fisher coordinator 
December 3rd 
 
Christmas Party       
 
La Hacienda Ranch 
Sunday, December 11, 
2011   7:00pm - closing time 

August Minutes 

Minutes approved as written. 

Volunteers 
Lori Bowligask ask for volunteers to work 
at the upcoming Alliance Air show Sat. & 
Sun. Oct. 22-23.  She needs cooks and 
gate checkers. 
 
Hogs digging in field 
 
Question was raise about what can be 
done to prevent wild hogs from getting 
into our property and digging holes.  Tim 
is looking into the problem. 
 
Sharpening reel mower blades. 

Louie Moore reported that the new reel 
mower blades are in need of sharpening.  
The cost to do this is $150.00 per reel 
and we have 5 reels to sharpen.  He had 
found that there is a Sharpening Kit that 
we could buy and learn to sharpen them 
ourselves.  A motion was made and ap-
proved to purchase the kit and Louie and 
volunteers would sharpen the blades. 

Sprinkler Adjustment. 

Lawrence ask if there was any progress 
on getting the sprinklers adjusted?  Tim 
will talk with a sprinkler expert to see 
what needs to be done. 

Storage Container 

 No new information, we are still waiting 
for the ok to get it. 

Boy Scouts 

Another Boy Scout troop had expressed 
interest in learning to fly Model Airplanes.  
It was decided to combine the Nov. Food 
Drive day with a second Boy Scout day.  
April 14th 2012 was designated as the 

first day in 2012.  These dates will be 
offered to additional Scout Troops. 

Chairs 
Lawrence made a motion to purchase 20 
new chairs for the field.  Motion ap-
proved. 
 
Model of the Month 
We had no model of the month.   
 

Minutes thanks to Harold Staats 

some hand tools, wrenches and general 
tools for other work that will also need to 
be done.   
The All Scale event is coming up on the 
15th, be sure to bring your planes and fly 
with us!  There will be food, fun and 
fellowship!  I think we do that great in 
comparison with others.  I look forward 
to seeing your there. 
This month’s meeting is the time for 
officer nominations.  Nominations in 
October, and the election will be at the 
November meeting.  The current officers 
have discussed it and will be glad to 
continue in the positions if you wish. 
I look forward to seeing you at the field. 

Tim Lovett, President 

(Continued from page 1) 

Report from the Saturday Work day. 
  
We had a workday Saturday Sept. 24 to repair the damage to the runway and overruns 
caused by the wild hogs.  Lots of help as shown by the list of workers and attendees. 
  
Peter Langel, Bob Mueller, Bill Wilson, Phil Dunlap, Don Hutchinson, Tom Hamblett, 
Doug Williams, John Darbo, Chuck Rovell, Frank Rowell, Trinidad Leper, J. Pueplito 
Balseras, Lane Crabtree, Gene Kingsley, Barry Ponder, and Mr. Donut Ed Couch. Hope 
we didn't miss anyone. 
  
Thanks to all. 
Max Ficken 

Meet/Fun-Fly. Site: Hawk Field. GPS 
Coordinates: 32.542766, -97.140214 Events: 
Sponsor: Hawk Field Flyers of Texas #3369. 
CD: Ben Bergman, 2832 Cypress Glen Drive, 
Grand Prairie, TX 75052. Phone: 972-762-
3834(day) E-Mail: 4thblack@tx.rr.com  
Website: www.hawkfieldflyers.org Gates open 
at 8am. Area for vendors, area for guests, 
Separate area for pilots. Landing fee: $15 
Lunch: $5 per person. Bring all your junk and 
trade for treasures. Fly till you drop!  
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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11TH ANNUAL 
GREATER SOUTHWEST 
AERO CLUB ALL SCALE 

FLYIN 
 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 15TH 
 
REG. 8:00AM FLYING 9:00AM TO 4:00PM 

ON SITE CONCESSIONS 
Open Flying 

LANDING FEE $10.00 INCLUDES PILOT LUNCH 
PROP DRIVEN ONLY ANY SIZE MODEL 

STATIC DISPLAYS WELCOME              BEST 
WW 1, WW2, Post WW2, CIVILIAN AND PI-

LOTS CHOICE    [MUST FLY TO EARN 
AWARDS] 

CLUB FIELD @ 6903 RANDOL MILL ROAD 
AND E. LOOP 820 

No Channels 24,25,39,40,53,54 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 

MAX FICKEN CD 817-691-9630 
TRIPLANE41@ATT.NET 
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First Time to the Big Time 
by Darrell Abby 

 
I had devoured the pictures the last 
couple of years of the Warbirds Over the 
Rockies fly-in in the magazines. Scale 
military aircraft are just plain neat.  Many 
of our club members have attended these 
large contests and fly-ins but this was by 
far my biggest. When I was invited to join 
the group to attend September 23-24, I 
decided to go.    We all had to delivered 
our prepared aircraft and equipment the 
day prior to departure so Chief Pilot Lee 
could arrange and secure the cradles to 
the floor and shelf of Johnny's nice Texas 
trailer. Two days of travel, 2 days at the 
meet, and 1 last day to go retrieve our 
equipment made it almost a 6 day event. 
There were 6 of us in Lee Rice's 
Excursion; Lee, Tim Lovett, Sonny 
Coleman, Johnny Hunt, Harold Staats, 
and myself.  After the 16 hour drive to Ft. 
Collins Colorado, we dropped off the 

trailer at Drake Field, set up 3 canopy 
frames, and found our hotel.  On Friday 
the weather was very good with winds 
generally down the runway with a couple 
of upsetting dust devils passing through 
the pit area. It takes a while to look over 
the hundreds of airplanes; some are 
fantastic museum pieces and some are 
regular planes like found in our club 
including small warbird foamies. Right 
after the noon airshow there was a foamy 
gaggle (about 15 planes). There are 
dozens of jets. There are dozens of tents 
and vendors and hundreds of spectators. 
The pilot's meeting lays out the ground 
rules.  There are 6 pilot stations. The 
spotter uses a 2 way radio to talk to the 
air boss for permission to takeoff, land, 
fly low approaches, etc. No messing 
around; get off the runway promptly.  An 
announcer is narrating full time to the 
spectators. The jets are flying with you. 
The FAA is monitoring; a fire truck is 
standing by for grass fires. I did get in 2 
flights on Friday with my P-40. This was 

my second time flying off an asphalt 
runway. Saturday seemed gustier so I 
didn't fly.  But everyone flew at least 
twice over the 2 days.  During the noon 
flying exhibition, Lee got to fly 2 WW II 
strafing runs with his P-40 with bullets 
exploding on the ground and a final fire 
ball explosion. Wow!  Two Mustangs in 
formation chasing 2 Germans planes.  
Yes, these guys are good. 
The Saturday evening banquet included a 
fine meal and talk by WW II triple ace 
Col. Clarence "Bud" Anderson who flew P
-51 "Old Crow".  The auction included 
about 28 items with some good deals 
here and there. We did our part and 
spent some money. We all showed the 
GSWAM club colors wearing our club hats 
and shirts with 2 Texas tents and the big 
Texas trailer. It was a long distance to 
travel but it sure was rewarding to see 
this extravaganza of our hobby. 
 

Darrell Abby 
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McDonald’s #14416 
225 N Kimball 
Southlake, Texas 76092 
 

McDonald’s #13021 
Belknap St & HWY 177 
Haltom City, Texas 76117 
 

McDonald’s #16322 
2155 W Southlake Blvd 
Southlake, Texas 76092 
 

McDonald’s #29446 
Precinct Line Rd & Harwood St 
(Inside Wal-Mart) 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
 

McDonald’s #16807 
Cheek Sparger & HWY 121 
(Inside Wal-Mart) 
Bedford, Texas 76021 
 

McDonald’s 
Is proud to support 

Greater Southwest Aero Modelers 
 

Please visit us at one of the following locations: 

McDonald’s #7586 
450 Grapevine Highway 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
 

McDonald’s #33905 
5609 Colleyville Blvd 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 
 


